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Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )S Responsive to communication(s) filed on 27 January 2004 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)K This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quay/e, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) M Claim(s) 1^6 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) 13 Claim(s) 1^6 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
1 1 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9 

12)D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 



3.D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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Applicant's amendment filed January 27, 2004 has been fully considered by the 
Examiner but is not deemed persuasive. 

Applicant's arguments have overcome the rejection previously presented and as such new 
grounds of rejection are presented bellow. 

Applicant argues that the assertion of having a hot-pluggable input is known as evidenced 
by Hoffman has not asserted how it is known in the art to have a hot plug in combination with 
the other claimed features. 

In response, Examiner notes that Hoffman explicitly discloses the use of the hot- 
pluggable serial bus is "ideal for connecting devices from computers and hard drives, to digital 
audio and video hardware", and further in section 2 of the paper "audio, image, and video 
products for multimedia" as well as "printer and scanner products for imaging" are listed as 
possible markets for the serial bus. Still further, Fig. 4 explicitly shows a digital video camera 
connected to a computer via a 1394 serial bus. Hoffman further goes on to explain in section 4 
that in operation the 1394 serial bus is hot-plugged "even with the bus in fall operation. Upon 
altering the bus configuration, topology changes are automatically recognized. This 'plug and 
play' feature eliminates the need for address switches or other intervention to reconfigure the 
bus." Therefore Hoffman explicitly discloses a hot plug in combination with the claimed 
features, namely connecting a camera and computer, and further provides explicit motivation for 
using this hot plug in at least to provide automatic bus configuration and topology changes so as 
to eliminate the need for address switches or other intervention to reconfigure the bus. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 



The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can be found 
in a prior Office action. 

Claims 1-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over (USPN 
6,529,644 to Ito et al.) in view of (COMPCOM '95 to Hoffman) in further view of (US PG-PUB 
20010011262 to Hoytetal.). 

In regards to claim 1 Ito discloses an image capture system comprising: 

an input interface to which an output unit can be connected (element 80 of Figs. 24 and 



a command input unit for applying a use verification command which verifies use of the 
image capture unit (e.g., step SI of Fig. 25; column 1 1, line 58 - column 12, line 56); 

a determination unit for determining whether the output unit has been connected to said 
input interface (e.g., step S81 of Fig. 25); and 

a notification unit for giving notification that input of an image by an output unit 
connected to said input interface is possible when the use verification command has been applied 
from said command input unit and said determination unit has determined that the output unit 
has been connected (e.g., notification is given at least in step S82 through the selection of the 
external video input). 

Ito does not explicitly disclose nor preclude that the output unit is hot-pluggable or 
notification that an input/output unit can be connected to said input/output interface when said 
determination unit has determined that the input/output unit has not been connected. 



26); 
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It is extremely well known in the art to provide hot-pluggable input/output units such as 
the IEEE 1394 serial bus as taught by Hoffman in order to provide automatic bus configuration 
and topology changes so as to eliminate the need for address switches or other intervention to 
reconfigure the bus and further to enable transportation of both data and power as described in 
sections 2-4. Examiner notes that Ito discloses that the input interface, element 80, is used to 
input image data wherein one skilled in the art at the time of the invention would clearly 
recognize the advantage of using a hot-pluggable interface such as the IEEE 1394 interface with 
a kiosk so as to enable the connection of various devices, such as external storage for portably 
storing image data, without the need to restart the kiosk or provide additional means for enabling 
the use of an external device with a kiosk. Therefore it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to have made Ito's input interface and output 
unit a IEEE 1394 serial bus interface in order to provide automatic bus configuration and 
topology changes so as to eliminate the need for address switches or other intervention to 
reconfigure the bus and further to enable transportation of both data and power. 

Examiner further notes that it is extremely well known in the art to provide visual 
instruction on the use and operation of photo-booths or kiosks as taught by Hoyt (paragraphs 
0052 and 0056) in order to enable a user to know how to use the photo-booth or kiosk. As 
further evidence Examiner farther notes the more general teaching of providing instruction to a 
user called scripting disclosed in US PG-PUB 2001/0056362 to Hanagan et al. in paragraph 0171 
and further that this technique can be used in kiosks as disclosed in paragraph 0181. Further, 
USPN 5,897,220 to Huang et al. discloses that audio instructions can also be made with the 
video instruction (column 9, lines 41-62). Examiner further notes that Hoyt discloses an "Attract 
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Loop" to output an audio/video presentation to demonstrate an operation and/or benefits of the 
present booth to attract or lure customers (paragraph 0056). As such, notification would be 
given that an external device can be attached when one isn't detected to be attached. Therefore it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to have 
added a notification that an input/output unit can be connected to said input/output interface 
when said determination unit has determined that the input/output unit has not been connected in 
order to provide visual instructions to the user on how to use Ito's invention as taught by Hoyt. 

In regards to claim 2 note step S81 of Fig. 25 is for detection of the insertion of money. 

In regards to claim 3 see Examiners notes on the rejection of claim 1 . 

In regards to claim 4 Ito provides means for selecting the image data through the use of a 
shutter button 17a wherein the image data is captured from the image capture unit if no 
input/output unit is attached and image data is captured from the input/output unit when one is 
detected to be connected (column 12, lines 5-26). 

In regards to claim 5 Ito does not disclose that the notification unit gives notification that 
an input/output unit can be connected to said input/output interface, regardless of the use 
verification command given from said command input unit, when said determination unit has 
determined that the input/output unit has not been connected. 

Examiner notes that Hoyt discloses an "Attract Loop" to output an audio/video 
presentation to demonstrate an operation and/or benefits of the present booth to attract or lure 
customers (paragraph 0056). Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time of the invention to have added an "Attract Loop" in order to demonstrate an 
operation and/or benefits of the present booth to attract or lure customers. As such, one skilled 
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in the art would recognize the clear benefit of Ito's invention enabling the input of an external 
video input device and therefore would also recognize to display this ability when no users are 
operating the photo-booth, and therefore no input/output unit would be detected, in order to lure 
customers to the photo-booth. 

In regards to claim 6 neither Ito nor Hoyt explicitly disclose that the video display of the 
instructions would display a sentence of notification. One skilled in the art would clearly 
recognize to display pictorial as well text video information such as a sentence to a user in order 
to enable a most clear description of the instructions. Official notice is taken. Therefore it 
would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to have displayed a 
sentence of notification in order to enable a most clear description of the instructions. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Brian C. Genco who can be reached by phone at 703-305-788 1 or 
by fax at 703-746-8325. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Friday 8:30am 
to 4:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Christensen can be reached on 703-308-9644. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the customer service office whose telephone number is 703-308-4357. 



Conclusion 



Brian C Genco 
Examiner 
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